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HOW-TO PROJECT:
build a simple and inexpensive,
yet sturdy workbench
b y  R o b  J o n e s

If you have a workshop in your shed, garage, or spare bedroom, 
chances are that you will need a workbench. It would ideally be 
sturdy enough to handle any project, yet simple and inexpensive 

to build. This How-To feature article will show you how to build such 
a workbench in a single afternoon with only basic tools and little or no 
woodworking experience.

This workbench is designed around a 4’ x 8’ plywood sheet as the top 
surface, but  can be adapted to any sized workspace–larger or smaller. 
Simply change the dimensions of the work surface framework to suit 
your specific needs. Speaking of that plywood sheet, depending on your 

intended use (and budget), any number of materials may be used for 
the work surface. If cost is more of a priority than appearance, oriented 
strand board (OSB) is durable and inexpensive. Or if a smooth finish is 
needed, particle board is very smooth and is available with or without 
a laminated surface. By building it yourself, you can customize your 
workbench to meet your exact requirements!

Refer to the tools and materials list on the next page to make sure you 
have everything you need before heading to the hardware store and 
lumber yard. Then pour yourself a glass of iced tea and in eight easy 
steps, you’ll have a workbench that will last for years and years!

Continues on next page…
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