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Middle School. “We’ve had to tell him, ‘You
can go to the Georgia game and lead the Dawg
Walk or you can play with your football team.’
He’s the quarterback, and he’s had to learn he
owes it to his [football] team to be there.” 

Little League has taught many life
lessons that Larry Snellgrove and others still
carry with them to this day.  “What it teaches
you is that no man is an island,” says
Snellgrove. “Life is a team effort. If you try
to make it alone, you’re going to stumble a
lot along the way.”

He adds, “These are our mayors, county
commissioners, judges and leaders of
tomorrow. We don’t want to turn them out
there without teaching them something about
life. You win some; you lose some.”

Welcome Home, 
World Champs

According to league supporters, there will
be long-term benefits for the Houston County
community as the home to the World Series
champions. “I think Warner Robins will be
able to benefit from this for at least five,
maybe 10 years down the road,” says team
coach and Zane’s father Mike Conlon. “Kids
will still be interested in coming out to play.
Parents will want to bring them out to play.

“It might put a light in somebody’s eye
that they might want to move down here,” he
adds. Conlon moved to Warner Robins in
1987 after retiring from the military. He hopes
the combination of championship youth sports
and highly-ranked schools will lure even more
new residents, ex-military or civilian. 

Snellgrove agrees. “Recreation for young
people is a big part of the puzzle when you are
selling a community to new business prospects
and residents,” he says.

Then there’s simply the benefit of name
recognition. “How often do you get the name
Warner Robins on national television like
that in a good light?” he asks. “I am so
proud of these young men. They are the
most honorable young men I‘ve met. The
way they conducted themselves – like
Dalton did on ‘Letterman’ – he made us
proud as a good Southern boy, saying ‘Yes,
sir,’ and ‘No, sir.’”

In Long’s view, the benefits for the
children, parents and community of

Houston County from this championship
will be “innumerable.” He says, “The
recognition that comes to our community
for this should be enormous. The show of
sportsmanship they demonstrated at the
finals is invaluable. The coaches didn’t push
them over there; they did that on their own.
That’s an indication that we don’t need to
worry about this generation.”

For those who actually lived it – the
bunch of middle school boys who made the
bats crack and touched the bags in
Williamsport – the summer of 2007 is

something that will surely continue to
resonate long past this fleeting season. 

“I think it’ll be years before they realize
how unbelievable it was,” says Mike Smith.
“Sometimes I think they just feel they went
out and played some baseball games. There
will be a time years from now when they
realize how special it was.” 

And although they may never fully
realize what they have meant to the
community, for now, they get to enjoy just
being the kids from Houston County who
played a good game of baseball.




