








mind a million times, but that meant a lot.”

“For me, it was just the month of being the
coach of these 12 kids and almost being the
parent of them,” says her husband Mike. “I
lived with them for a week and half in Florida
in a dorm and then in Williamsport for two
more weeks in a dorm. It was trying to juggle
being a mentor and a coach, and it was a
personal sacrifice being away from my own
family. But I think about the amount of
responsibility and trust that the other parents
put in you to look after their kids for them . . .
It was fun, but when it was over there was no
doubt we were ready to get back home and
back to normal life.”

For the team from Warner Robins, the
summer of 2007 was about much more than
winning a pennant. “It’s so much more than
just baseball games. It’s so hard to explain . .

It’s about the friendships with their
teammates, coaches and other players, the
social skills they’ve learned dealing with the
media and the people that came up to them
in restaurants in St. Petersburg and
Williamsport,” says Robin. “They had to

carry on conversations with 60 and 70-year-
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olds. They had to learn quickly, and they are
still learning how to respond and talk to
adults. That’s something that could not be
taught in school or any etiquette classes they
could ever go to.”

The boys have had to adjust as public
figures. “We had to ask them to change just a
little,” says Mike. “People look at them
differently now - not as a 12-year-old, but
as an important person of the community.
They have to dress a little bit differently. They
have to carry themselves differently. They
have to watch what they say in public. Even if
it is something innocent, it could be
misconstrued. We tell them to protect their
privacy.”

The most noteworthy aspect of his new
notoriety is “a lot of free meals,” jokes Lay.
“People you don’t know come up and
congratulate you. You get calls and letters
from all over. Other than that, I am the same
guy I was before I left.”

He adds, “It was just 12 kids and four
coaches out playing ball, who were just
lucky enough to win the World Series. I

don’t think we have any clue what we’ve

done - it’s hard to grasp. Living it is kind of
a different perspective from watching it on
television with replays.”

The experience has given him some
insight into the challenges big leaguers living
in the spotlight face. “People judge you on
your actions and don’t even know you. I have
a whole new respect for professional athletes. I
don’t think most people could handle the
stress they are under,” Lay admits.

Now that the team is home, for the most
part, it’s back to normal. It’s just that normal
will never mean what it did before. “They are
starting a whole new chapter in their lives.
They have appearances and autograph
sessions. It has been a ride that no doubt is still
going,” says Robin.

“As the parents of these 12 boys, we’ve got
a job to do in keeping them grounded to
reality, and we have spent some time talking
about that,” Mike adds.

“[Hunt] has had to make some decisions,
but he never complained,” says Robin,
referring to recent scheduling conflicts that
involve WRALL special appearances and
playing football with his team at Mossy Creek



Middle School. “We’ve had to tell him, ‘You
can go to the Georgia game and lead the Dawg
Walk or you can play with your football team.’
He’s the quarterback, and he’s had to learn he
owes it to his [football] team to be there.”

Little League has taught many life
lessons that Larry Snellgrove and others still
carry with them to this day. “What it teaches
you is that no man is an island,” says
Snellgrove. “Life is a team effort. If you try
to make it alone, you’re going to stumble a
lot along the way.”

He adds, “These are our mayors, county
commissioners, judges and leaders of
tomorrow. We don’t want to turn them out
there without teaching them something about

life. You win some; you lose some.”

Welcome Home,
World Champs

According to league supporters, there will
be long-term benefits for the Houston County
community as the home to the World Series
champions. “I think Warner Robins will be
able to benefit from this for at least five,
maybe 10 years down the road,” says team
coach and Zane’s father Mike Conlon. “Kids
will still be interested in coming out to play.
Parents will want to bring them out to play.

“It might put a light in somebody’s eye
that they might want to move down here,” he
adds. Conlon moved to Warner Robins in
1987 after retiring from the military. He hopes
the combination of championship youth sports
and highly-ranked schools will lure even more
new residents, ex-military or civilian.

Snellgrove agrees. “Recreation for young
people is a big part of the puzzle when you are
selling a community to new business prospects
and residents,” he says.

Then there’s simply the benefit of name
recognition. “How often do you get the name
Warner Robins on national television like
that in a good light?” he asks. “I am so
proud of these young men. They are the
most honorable young men I‘ve met. The
way they conducted themselves - like
Dalton did on ‘Letterman’ — he made us
proud as a good Southern boy, saying ‘Yes,
sir,” and ‘No, sir.””

In Long’s view, the benefits for the
children,

parents and community of

Houston County from this championship
will be “innumerable.” He says, “The
recognition that comes to our community
for this should be enormous. The show of
sportsmanship they demonstrated at the
finals is invaluable. The coaches didn’t push
them over there; they did that on their own.
That’s an indication that we don’t need to
worry about this generation.”

For those who actually lived it — the
bunch of middle school boys who made the
bats crack and touched the bags in
Williamsport — the summer of 2007 is
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something that will surely continue to
resonate long past this fleeting season.

“I think it’ll be years before they realize
how unbelievable it was,” says Mike Smith.
“Sometimes I think they just feel they went
out and played some baseball games. There
will be a time years from now when they
realize how special it was.”

And although they may never fully
realize what they have meant to the
community, for now, they get to enjoy just
being the kids from Houston County who

played a good game of baseball.
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