Stop. Shop. Stay. Play. That is what the CVB encourages tourists to do as they travel along I-75 to or through Perry. Tourism is big business for Perry and the Perry Area Convention and Visitors Bureau’s primary responsible is to market and promote Perry as a tourist destination.

The first organizational meeting of the Perry Area Convention and Visitors Bureau Commission was held at Perry City Hall on June 8, 1989. The first executive director was hired in December of 1989 and the PACVB Commission officially became the PACVB Authority on February 27,1990 upon approval of Georgia Governor Joe Frank Harris. The current CVB/Welcome Center building, located at 101 General Courtney Hodges Boulevard, was completed and opened to the public in September of 1991. The PACVB and Welcome Center is a locally operated facility and is part of the State of Georgia’s Regional Visitor Information Center program. The PACVB is a composite part of the City of Perry and is fully funded by a percentage of the local hotel/motel tax collected by the City of Perry. Additionally, grant money from the Georgia Department of Economic Development provides a smaller amount of funding for the operation of our Welcome Center.

The Welcome Center provides information for tourists on attractions throughout the state of Georgia and is open daily year-round except on major holidays. The hours of operation are Monday - Friday, 8:30am - 5pm and Saturdays 10am - 4pm. The center is open on Sundays from 1pm - 5pm from Memorial Day through Labor Day. 

The PACVB is self-governed by an Authority of nine voting members appointed by City Council members and four ex-officio members including the PACVB Executive Director, the Executive Director of the GNFA, President of the Perry Area Chamber of Commerce and the City Manager. The Authority holds monthly business meetings, except during the month of December. These meetings are open to the public. 

As the destination marketing organization for Perry, we do many things to promote and encourage tourism. Some of which include: 

• Staffing and operation of the Welcome Center

•  Promote local hoteliers to visitors and convention planners

• Provide a local information website at www.perryga.com
• Fulfill inquiries and requests via the website and phone

• Partner with the State of Georgia tourism website at www.georgia.org
• Provide tourist information radio station <deleted hyphen> channel 1610AM

• Participate as members of several regional tourism associations including the Historic 


Heartland, Georgia Antiques Trail, Golden Isles Parkway Association, The 
Andersonville Trail, and the Peach Blossom Trail

• Support and promote events held at the Georgia National Fairgrounds and Agricenter

• Assist in recruiting new events to the Georgia National Fairgrounds and Agricenter

• Support community events and efforts that generate overnight hotel stays for Perry

• Place advertising in tourism and convention related publications

• Provide billboard advertising campaign along I-75 to encourage travelers to stop in Perry

Tourism can be big business for any community. The average person will spend $50 per day for leisure day trips, $123 per day for overnight leisure trips and $175 per day for business trips. The money that is generated from tourists and travelers is “fresh money” for our community and helps build our tax base without any burden on our local citizens. Our job is to make sure as much of that money as possible is brought into the Perry area. In 2005, Houston County ranked 18 out of 159 Georgia counties generating nearly $147,000,000 in tourism expenditures.

Remember, everyone plays an important role in promoting tourism for our community. By extending genuine gestures of southern hospitality to travelers, we can assure they will have a pleasant and memorable experience while visiting Perry and that is the key to keep them coming back time and time again.
